
STEVEN A. THOMPSON 
Executive Director 

October 31,2011 

Douglas L. Foshee 
El Paso Corporation 
1 001 Louisiana Street 
PO Box 2511 
Houston, TX 77252-2511 

DfA~ 
OKlAHOM ' A 
OfPAtTM!Nl qf ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAl QUAliTY 

/ 
/ 

MARY FALLIN 
Governor 

Re: El Paso Corporation's Potential Responsibility for ·Enyironin.ental Issues at the Fonner 
Wilcox- Ojl Company, Bqstow, Okla,hq~ · 

Dear Mr. Foshee: 

-The Oklahoina Departrnen~ of Enviroiuhental QUality . (DEQ) is investigating a former oil 
refinery, which was known. as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OKOOOI010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma.. The property is being investigated by DEQ under the authority of the 
Comprehensive Environm~tal Respo~, Co~pe~ation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superfund Amendments and ReauthoriZation· Act of 1986 (SARA), pursuant" to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) with the U.S. Environniental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The purpose of these investigations is to collect-suffici~nt information concerning conditions at 
the site to asses_s.the ext~~t ofth~ threat the ~ite poses to human health and the environment. . 

The DEQ has detem;rined that the site· was o~~d ~d operated a$ a tefin,eiy from appro~imately 
· 1.915 to 1963: Th~ WilcQ.x Oil Comp~y opetAied a etude oil refip.ety at the ~ite from the 1920s 

to early I 960s. Available- iil,fonnation indicat~s. that the Wilcox Qil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Compail"y in 19~5 arid thai El Paso Energy Corporation · acquired Tenneco Oil 
Company in 1996. · · · 

. , 

.. 
The former Wilcox reflpery site occupies appro~hnately I 25 acres and is located in the N/2, 
NW/4, Section 29, Township I6 North, Range 9 East~d .in SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
16 North, Range 9 East, Indian Meridian,-Creek County, Oklahoma A large volume of visible 
waste is present at the site, especially in the process area and crude oil ~ farm. Elevated levels 
of metals and organic ·compounds have been detected in surface soils and sediments. A church 
with a playground and six residences are located on the former refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous children reside in each residence. Many of the homes have private wells on their 
property. -
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EPA Region 6 is moving towards prep;uation of a Hazard Ranking System (HRS) pac~e for the 
site in order to support proposing the site to the National Priorities List. However, Region 6 has 
allowed DEQ an opportunity to contact the potentially responsible parties (PRPs) to discuss options 
. available through the state's voluntary clean-up prosram. 

The DEQ would like to discuss the possibility of El Paso Corporation ·entering our Voluntary 
Cleanup or Brownfields Program to addr~ss environmental contamination at the site. Enclosed is 
specific information indicating the location ~d ~wn~rship of the refmery and the connection to 
El Paso Corporation. 

Please contact me by December 1, 2011, to schedule a. meeting to disc~s this matter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702-5157 or amy.bnttain@deg.ok.gov. Further information ·concerning DEQ's 
cleanup programs can be foUnd on our \vebsite http://~.deq.state.ok.usllpdnew/index.htm. 

Sincerely, 

Oy~ 
Amy Brittain 
Environmental Progtai;ns Manager 
Site Remediation Section 
Land Protection DiVision 

Enclosure 

c. Ray Roberts, DEQ, VCP Section 

. \ 
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* Site Locaiton 

:::::::J Site Boundary 

-Sand Creek 

For.mer Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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Delavare, DaBS HF.BEBI c:m'l.'IF!: . 

PliiS'l': !Blat it is the ovoer at all tbe isaued 8IId out-

etlul41ng atock ot Vilcox Oil ~~ a De.lai!Bl"• corporation. 

SECOJID: '!bat, ill accord.D.zlce with tbe provisions of Tit~ 

8, Section 253 at n.e Delawre Code, the lb«rd at Directan of 

'l'enDe<:o Oil O:lcpm.y1 at a .caeet1ng cluly coutened and bel4 on September 

11 1965, a.d.oPted the l'ol..loviJ:Is re10lutions tD merge V1.l.cox 0U 

Cb::lpally into 'l'eDneeO Oil ~: 

"'nlm&AS, i'e1meCO ou ~ OIQlS all the 
iaslJeli aDd outstaDU%Ig .toclt at VilcOX Oll ~~ 
a Delawre corpore.t.ion; a.nd. 

WBBBBAS1 it is deemed cleoirable to llllet'ge 
Wil.eox ou Clclllpll.ny into ~ Oll ~: 

!()I I !l:B&BEI''ORB, BE IT 

RESOIRED, that Tenneco OU Conpaey merge 
i.Dto 1Uel.f1 aDd it does hereby merge into 1t.Mlf 1 

Wil.cox Oil. CQmpan.y end aaaumea all of: the l1ab1ll
t1ee am ObliptionS at said W1.l.c:ox 011 ~; 
and t'urther 

c.n 
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_..,.,._~·-........ t.ll~ 
klel~W~~ of 

()nl~;hi11J· •illt.·1~~ d ~o])(l the 
same 1n tb:e St;e.te ~ ~ ~~~ to Title B, 
Sect1.on 25~ or '1be Delalla:t'e Code.; ~ tDtthu-

~~ ~ t1i.et ~ ar th:is ~ 
be, am th.e:f heUbY are~. ~-ea. to do all aeU 
and things \lb1eb rtf5:T be oecesaery or proper to 
etrect sa.id Jlll!1'ger aDd to tr-ansfer title C'! the 
propertj.-e& ~WilcOX ou company to Te!lneCO 011 
Compe.liY • 11 

lll WI'DIESS WHE3ECl" 
1 

said !EN!IECO OIL CQ&>.Alfi ba.5 caueed 1 ta 

corporate s.eaJ. to be herew:rto affiXed and th18 Cert:iticste to be 

signed by W. E. scor'l', 1.ts P.reddent, aDd L. R. SPBI'iCE, 1ts SeeTetary, 

w. E . seott 
Pr~&i4ent 

•, 
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Bl I! B!M!NBP'.lU'..I tbat on thit 7t!l 4q o~ September, 1965, 

persona.l.lJr came before 11e 1 a !Jot&ry Public iD aDd tor t.be 0o'Utl't1 8Dd 

State atorel&.id, V • .!. SOO'l'T., Pru14ent of '.I!E!IIC!CO OIL CCidPAlfi, a 

corporat1o12 or the State ot Delaware, the cor ... -or&tioD deacr1bed 112 

1.%14 \tb.ioh exec~ the torego1llg certUicate, know to me persoll&l.ly 

to be auch, aJ'Jd he1 the .. 14. \1. B. BCOl.'T, u auch Pret140Jlt1 duly 

executed said Certificate before • al24 acknovl..edpd the said Oe:rt1t1-

eatc to be !WI act an4 deed and the act ar.4 dMd ot R14 corpora.tion; 

that the s1goaturea ot tlle said Prea14ent aJld o! the Beeretary of 

sa14 corporat.iOtl to Aid fonsoi.Da OertUieate are 1.11 the ~t1128 

ot the Aid Preai.detlt and Seeret&r7 o~ 1&14 earporatioD respec:t1...-el.y 1 

aDd that the seal atr~ to aa14 cert11'1cate u tbe COliii:Otl or 

Illli'rBESS WBBRIQ"1 I b&ve berwnto set 7q baud an4 Mal ot 

otrice the 48)' aDd Yt:LJ:r atoreaaid. 

KO'.Wtl' PIJ'BLIO 
SEAL 

OoU%1ty ot Barrt., Texaa 

~--

El!z&th ~toriit)ie, JfOtary Public 1n 
aod tor Rarri.s Cbunty, 'J.'eJcz6 

M:Y Coadu1on Ex;p1re& Jl.me l, 1967. 

·I 
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J. BW,a 0!. ilukrs . .9'~ t{ ~ ty! lk .9lau t{ ~. 

bJJ lptth!Jnmfg~tkacfo.etU&0!~46a~aedt»~~¥ 

Certificate of e>wne.rshlp of the "~o O!L COMPANY", merging the 

"WZ:i:.C(4{ C.::£. COMPANY", pursucmt to Section 253 of the General. 

corporc;tio:l La,., of the State of Delaware, z;s received and fi.led in 

this offi.c.a the ninth day of September, A. D. 1965, at 10 o'clock 

A.M.. 

3ht wratbulmg ~Jif. J~~JJ~~ 
tMU!cyflciai~IJ~fi.it. tenth ~ 

o/- September ~~e/'OU4'~ 
tm.eth~~~a,n:ad;..._ ___ s_ixt_y_-_£1._v_e_. 

---~ - - --------

j . 
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Our History 

Following the discovery of oil In the Penmlan Basin 
in the 1920s, Houston attorney, Paul Kayser, 
detenmlned that Ef Paso, Texas provided a 
promising market for more cost-effective natural 
gas. He flnmed up supply from several gas wells 
near Jal, New Mexico, convinced El Paso's 
Industrial facilit ies to convert to natural gas, and 
El Paso Natural Gas Company was bom. 

ln the three-quarters of a century since Its 

News Investors Contacts 

founding, El Paso has grown from a regional natural gas company to the largest natural 
gas transmission system In North America. 

We invite you to take a few m inutes to view an online scrapbook, dedicated to 
each and every employee- past and pre.sent-whose contributions made our company 
what It Is today. The first four decades of our history are now available. We wtll continue 
to build upon the scrapbook throughout the year, so eheck baek monthly for updates. And 
if you have a special memory, an amusing anecdote, or were part of a key event In the 
development of Team El Paso, please submit your story to history@elpaso.com. Launch 
our scrapbook. 

Year Summary 

1928Paul Kayser Incorporates the pipeline company In Delaware as El Paso Natural Gas 
Company. 

1929EI Paso Natural Gas Company begins construction of Its first natural gas pipeline. 

1931s Paso Natural Gas Company expands westward Into southern Arizona, southern 
New Mexico, and Cananea, Mexico. 

1936The New York Stock Exchange lists El Paso Natural Gas' common stock. 
El Paso begins construction of Its natural gas pipeline to California. The project 

1947involves laying more than 700 miles of pipe and building the compressor stations 
necessary to keep the gas moving. 

1955e1 Paso Natural Gas celebrates the opening of Its downtown El Paso home office 
building. 
El Paso Natural Gas becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of Burlington Northern, 

1983Inc. Burlington North em subsequently spins off El Paso Nat ural Gas as part of 
Burlington Resources Inc. In 1988. 

1992
e1 Paso Natural Gas is spun off by Burlington Resources and announces an Initial 
public offering of its stock. 
The company acquires the energy business of Tenneco Energy, which was founded 
in 1940. The acquisition extends El Paso's interstate pipeline system from coast to 

1996coast. El Paso moves its corporate headquarters to Houston, Texas and changes 
Its name to El Paso Energy Corporation to reflect the company's expanding role In 
the energy Industry. 

1999EI Paso merges with Sonat I nc., which founded Its pipeline operations ln 1929 as 
Sou them Natural Gas. This merger expands El Paso's pipeline operations into the 

J 
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south~st United States and Initiates the Company's entrance into the exploration 
arid production business. 
The company changes Its name to B Paso Corporation and completes its merger 
with The Coastal Gorporation, which was founded In 1955. The merger brin~ 
~lorado Interstate Gas Company and ANR Pipeline Company to the company's 
pipeline operations. Tf:le !Tierger also slgnlfjcantly increaS:e.S the si~e of the · 

2001company's exploration and production business .. El Paso Natural Gas moves its 
headquarters to Colorado Springs, Colorad9, joining with Colorado Interstate Gas · 
to fonn El Paso's Western Pipeline. Group. Tennessee Gas Pipeline and ANR 
Pipeline consolidate .their operations ih Houston to fonn El Paso's Eastern Pipeline 
Group. · · 

2003EI Paso Corporation hires Doug Foshee as president and chief executiye officer. 
El PaS<?'s·6,000 .employees dedicated themselves to wort<ing as one team focused 

2004on making El Paso Coi'J)oration a great turnaround stpry by meeting challenges 
and seizing oppot;tunltles. 
Every employee from the top down is committed to upholding our values of 

2005
stewardship, Integrity, Safety, ACCO\Jntability, and Excellence In all we do. We are 
building' upori our legacy of success by retUniing to our rQots, and we ~ill prevail 
over the industry-cha_nging events that have altered the face of the company. 

:. ... - '---'----

C 2008 El Paso PIJleilne Partners. All rights ~rved. Prtvacy Polley. I Legal Notice I Contact Webmaster 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

{ ?PP /" ~ro~Code21ZO{GIO 
Subject: ~· l.c..:.AJ~: ..lo.lo6""-0~f~-~l-+-b..;..____;_;(__.=-....a::t:___,r:s.L--'"'----

Type of Letter:------- ----------

Date Draft Submitted: _{_o"-'J/_1~/2:;...._D--'-/-'-( ____ _ 

Send Copies to:------------- --

Typist 

Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as 
appropriate for review of this letter) 

Initials Date 

. .....:.......r.ff-=-~ ----'-'(~-4-1-/; 7/~ 1/ 

+--'-4oi±B::?----I-I o~/f1 /2 61 I 
Letters to be submitted ~ draft (not on letterhead) form to the following: 

3. Preparer's Supervisor g,:b,. ~ ~t:· 
4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

8: 

Final letter (prepared on letterhead & ready for mailing) to be snbmitted to the following: 

1. Preparer a have re-read this letter for content & quality) AI> 
2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical {;~ 
4. Preparer's Supervisor ~ ~ 

5. Signature 

Letter will be returned to clerical person for copying and mailing. 

Date letter mailed/Initial: 
C-ertl-. fi_ed_M_a.-.1-#---

4::. 11/J 1/ 
----+-ftt-..&...--___.l~c l~31 fzn I ( 

----------------------(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy of final letter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/29/ 03 
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